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When planning the limited decoration that is possible in a dormi-
tory room, the style of the furniture which it contains sometimes
affects the choice. For example, with Early American furniture,
fabrics and accessories of the same period should usually be em-
ployed. If the furniture is of no definite style, the theme selected
for the room and the future use of the articles purchased should
determine their character.
The following terms may suggest some theme for the room
decorations which could be adopted if it suits the personality of
the owner: art, photography, cinema, drama, dance, sports,
fashions, travel, stamps, aeronautics, "army, navy, China, South
Pacific Islands, tropics, gardens, or flower arrangement.
The color of the walls, wood trim, and furniture of a dormitory
room contribute the fixed elements in the color scheme. In a small
room it is not well to add more than one color to those already
there, but several values and intensities of the chosen color may
be used to give variety. For example, the rugs, curtains, and bed-
spread may be related blues. In the small accessories, however,
other bright colors are possible. In a larger room occupied by
several persons, a two-color or a three-color scheme of related or
contrasting colors would be suitable. One student's bedspread,
curtain, and scatter rug might be green and across the room the
other student's might be yellow.
Interesting variation in texture can be secured, since several
fabrics will be used. The texture of the wall and the furnishing
should affect the choice of .textures in fabrics. Whereas with
mahogany furniture a silk or satin bedspread might be appro-
priate, with maple, oak, or pine furniture, a corduroy, novelty
cloth, desert cloth, Osnaburg, or other cotton bedspread would be
more suitable. A duplicate of the bedspread could be split for
window draperies, if desired. See page 422.
Not more than one patterned fabric should be used in a small
room. Plaids and stripes are safe and usually interesting. Since
opportunities for originality in dormitory decoration are few, it is
important to do something striking with the draperies, such as
overlapping very full ones or hanging them from ceiling to floor.
Possible substitutes for draperies are Venetian blinds or ~ porch
blinds of bamboo or split reed; however, drapery may be used
with such blinds-

